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WØT Special Event Report 
 

by Kent Trimble, K9ZTV 

 
A member of the Mid-MO Amateur Radio Club in Jefferson City, Missouri, recently 

convinced the club to sponsor a Special Event believed to be a first within the ham 

community.  Brian Tordoff, KDØGRS, of Jefferson City, decided it was appropriate (and 

long-overdue) to recognize the 1918 release of the movie version, first of many, of the late 

Edgar Rice Burroughs' Tarzan of the Apes, among the most famous of all American 

literary series. 

 

Tarzan's century-long adventures continue to endure in books, films, magazines, radio 

and television programs, stage productions, videos, computer games, comic books, 

action figures, coloring books, and View-Master reels.  Over the years the "Lord of the 

Jungle" has appeared in 24 novels, 31 languages, 36 million books, 48 movies, and has 

been portrayed by 19 actors. 

 

Bill Gerth, W4RK, assisted Brian in HF operating duties. 

 

A special QSL is available to the 83 hams who contacted WØT by sending a properly 

filled-out SASE and QSL card to: 

 

Brian Tordoff, KDØGRS 

719 Kaylyn 

Jefferson City, MO 65109 

 

Many stations expressed continuing interest in the Tarzan tradition and urged more WØT 

Special Events be held in the future. 
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The Mississippi Valley DX/Contest Club (MVDX/CC) 

Announces 2019 Officers 
 

by Eric Zust, WØTT 

 

The Mississippi Valley DX/Contest Club has elected its officers for 2019: 

 

President ï Udo Heinze ï NIØG 

Vice-President ï Chuck Guenther ï NIØC 

Secretary ï Eric Zust ï WØTT 

Treasurer ï Bill Wiley ï WAØBSW 

 

The Mississippi Valley DX/Contest Club (MVDX/CC) is an ARRL affiliated Amateur Radio club in 

the St. Louis Missouri and Southern Illinois area.  The club specializes in Long Distance (DX) 

Amateur Radio communication, and in Amateur Radio contesting.  The club also sponsors the 

Tenth Call Area ARRL Incoming QSL Bureau.  The club callsign is KMØDX. 

 

Membership is open to all, and club meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the second Thursday of 

each month at: 

St. Lukeôs Hospital conference center 

Level 2 of North/South Medical Bldg.  

232 S Woods Mill Rd, Chesterfield, MO 63017 

 

For more information please contact: Eric Zust, 636-530-5930, w0tt@charter.net 

 

 
 

  

w0tt@charter.net
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The Raytown Amateur Radio Club's 
Annual Recognition and Holiday Dinner 

 
by Randy Schultz, KD0HKD 

 
Members of the Raytown Amateur Radio Club at the Ararat Shrine on December 7th to celebrate 

at the annual Holiday and Recognition Dinner.   

Awards presented at the dinner included: 

 

¶ KE0DJA - Jeremy Bledsoe: Service as Web Master of the K0GQ.com Website. 

¶ W0JWT ï John Totzke: Management of Raytown Amateur Radio Clubôs participation in 

the Missouri QSO Party. 

¶ K0LBR ï Steve Cummings: Commander for Raytown Amateur Radio Clubôs 

participation in the 2018 ARRL Field Day. 

¶ Micki Schulze: Preparation of Three Outstanding Meals served at 2018 ARRL Field Day.  

(Did we mention Award Winning Biscuits and Gravy?) 

¶ KE0MRS - Matt Simonson: Preparation of Three Outstanding Meals served at 2018 

ARRL Field Day. 

¶ AB0OO ï Bob Ford: Rebuild of the Clubôs HF Yagi Antenna. 

¶ KA0JJH ï Wayne Yost: Rebuild of the Clubôs HF Yagi Antenna. 

¶ KC0ELZ ï Joel Grieshaber: In recognition and gratitude for his service as Treasurer for 

the Raytown Amateur Radio Club for the past Nineteen Years.  

 
Good Food, Good Conversation, and Good Friends.   What could be better? 
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Mr and Mrs W0JWT ï John Totzke with his award, recognizing his contribution as Manager  

for Raytown Amateur Radio Clubôs Participation in the 2018 Missouri QSO Party. 

 

 
Raytown ARC President, W0CEB ï Chris Baker (right) telling Santa Claus, 

(KC0FD ï Larry Gonnello,) what is on his Christmas List. 
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KE0MRS ï Matt Simonson, explaining the joys of Ham Radio to his youngest child, under the 

approving gaze of US President, Harry Truman. 

 

 
Left to Right: Carol Liberty, KB0ZZI ï Heather Barry, and Micki Schulze enjoying the party. 
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The Hammond Award 
 

by Kent Trimble, K9ZTV 
 

To honor both the memory of Thomas S. Hammond, NØSS, who became a Silent Key in 

2011, and to recognize one of its members who has rendered exemplary service to Amateur 

Radio over a long period of time, the Mid-MO Amateur Radio Club of Jefferson City, 

Missouri, established "The Hammond Award" to be selected by the Board of Directors on an 

infrequent basis. 
 

 
 

Jim Biggerstaff, NØTKN, (taller one pictured on the left) is the fourth and latest recipient and 

was presented the award at the club's December 13th meeting by current president, Dr. Jim 

Crago, NØDVM. 

 

Presently serving as club Trustee, a position held for several decades by NØSS, Jim also 

heads the Technical Committee which was heavily involved in the recent relocation and 

updating of the club's KØETY repeater along with the installation of a new tower at the Cole 

County Emergency Management Agency.  Jim spearheaded the year-long project which 

was completed in October.  The top of the antenna is 85-feet above ground level and 

significantly expands the repeater's coverage from the capital city. 

 

Mr. Biggerstaff retired in 2007 as Director of Radio for the Missouri Highway Patrol where he 

had been employed for thirty years. 
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New Repeaters Serving East-Central Nebraska 
and the Fremont Area 

 
by Wes Chrisman, KD0PGV 

 
Two new area repeaters are on the air. WB0IEN 147.165+ and KD0PGV 444.375+ both located 

on an old AT&T Long Lines Microwave tower east of Winslow, Nebraska.  These two repeaters 

are linked together full time.  Both repeaters currently have no PL access tone required.  Please 

program a 100pl access tone for these radios now since the repeaters may require a tone in the 

future for Allstar and Echolink purposes.  You may also note that stations using the 147.165+ 

repeater will produce a single tone courtesy beep while stations on the 444.375+ will produce a 

dual tone courtesy beep.  This will help to identify which repeater a user is accessing on the link.  
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CW Class  ver 2.0 
By Steve White, NU0P 

 

In 2017 I conducted a CW class for several local hams.  I had a group of about 5 and it 

was a resounding success.  So when the fall of 2018 rolled around, I thought it might be a 

good idea to try this again.  So during one of the local club meetings, I stood up and 

announced that I would run a CW class again and anyone interested get a hold of me and 

make their interest known.  This time I had 6 takers. 

 

I had set up a Yahoo group and all of those who showed interest became members of that 

group.  This let me send out information and other announcements to the CW group all at 

once.  This is very easy to set up and manage and it gives everyone a home base so to 

speak.  You will be surprised at how easy this is to set up a class and find participants.   

 

NO one asked me to do this - I just thought it was something that was needed, so I did it.  

Since CW is not a requirement anymore, most clubs donôt teach CW as part of any 

curriculum and certainly the one-day ham classes donôt teach it either.  Most new hams 

have little understanding of CW and its value and contribution to ham radio enjoyment.  So 

finding candidates is not hard and they are appreciative of your efforts. 

 

The 2018 class was similar to the 2017 class in most ways.  We held class on Tuesday 

and Thursdayôs in a room made available by the same church where we hold or club 

(Cedar Valley Amateur Radio Club -  CVARC) meetings at.  It is a typical conference room 

with seating around the table for about 8.  We used the ñCricketò 80 meter CW transceiver 

($30) to send and receive code so that everyone can get some experience in transmitting 

over the air. 

 

Each of the participants built a ñCricketò at home with no help from me.  In the 2017 class 

we used the Pixie but the Cricket is better.  Since both of these are Direct Conversion 

transceivers they can interfere with one another when they are all in receive mode.  I need 

a very inexpensive Regen/Superhet Transceiver and will try to find one for next yearôs 

session.  We donôt use outside antennas - we just use a 50-ohm resistor attached to a 

short length of coax.  It works well since the Cricket is so low power.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 ARRL Midwest Div. Newsletter ð Jan. 2019 p. 11 
 
 

 

The primary training software that I use is ñJust learn CWò.  Just Google it and you will find 

multiple places to download it.  I run this on the laptop that I bring along and take the 

audio out of the laptop to a small table top Speaker/Amp and everyone can easily hear it.  

I take 4-5 letters/characters a night and introduce them to the class and in no time they 

have the whole alphabet. 

 

I encourage them to listen to the W1AW code transmissions as well since on 80 meters in 

the evening they are very strong here.  The software also lets me take text data from any 

source or I can make up my own text to send.  I like to make up little nonsensical stories 

about each of the class members and send them.  They all find them fun to copy. 

 

At the outset of the class we set a goal of learning CW well enough to participate in the 

ñRookie Roundupò which took place on Dec 16.  We started the CW class on Oct 23 and 

the class ended with the Rookie Roundup participation on Dec 16.   So we had 14 

sessions of class and they were at 80% copy at about 10wpm.  Pretty good - if I say so 

myself.  I know how long it took me to learn the code and it was quite a bit longer than that 

and I was at 5wpm when I took my novice class exam. 

 

For the final session/exam, I had them come over to my shop and work folks in the Rookie 

Round up Contest sponsored by the ARRL.  It took them a bit to get used to the exchange 

etc. but they all managed to make the contacts on 40M.  I also had Rod Blocksome, 

K0DAS, the ARRL Midwest Director on hand to provide a watchful eye over the 

proceedings and sign the Certificates of Achievement for each of the guys. 

  

So those of you who know CW might want to think about setting up a class for your club or 

in your area.  No one has to tell you to do this - just let folks know you are going to have a 

class and there will be some ready to take on the challenge.  Announce it at your club 

meetings and on the repeaters.  Use whatever software you like - I just happen to have 

chosen ñJust Learn CWò but there are others to pick from that are free also.  But make the 

class fun too and having your students use a Cricket or Pixie helps with that quite a bit.  In 

just 14 sessions you can have helped some new CW ops get on the air. 
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This is the 4-States QRP group Cricket that I used this time.  White it is shown here with a 

simple key attached, it also comes with a way to plug in a normal CW key that works like 

gangbusters. 

 

 

  



  

 

 

 

This is Terry, KE0RBX, during the ñRookie Roundupñ, hunting for contacts.  While a bit 

confusing at first, but with some coaching, he snags his first Contest contact.  I wanted 

this day to be his first CW contact as well but he out-foxed me by making one at home a 

couple of days earlier!  Good Job Terry!  
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